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STARK&OHIO Questions?
Contact Local News Editor Dave Sereno at 330-580-8317
or email dave.sereno@cantonrep.com

It took seven years, but attorneys
representing fans and the Pro Football
Hall of Fame have reached a preliminary
$750,000 settlement in a federal class-
action lawsuit over the 2016 cancella-
tion of an NFL exhibition game due to
unsafe turf conditions in Tom Benson
Stadium in Canton.

An estimated 3,580 fans who bought

tickets and traveled to Stark County and
declined to accept or weren’t aware of
the Hall of Fame’s reimbursement offer
can submit an online application for the
cost of tickets and travel expenses.

Everyone seeking to be paid must
submit proof to the settlement website
that they held tickets for the Aug. 7,
2016, matchup between the Indianapo-
lis Colts and Green Bay Packers.

Eligible members who don’t provide
documentation of travel expenses will
get the cost of the ticket, which could be

$250, plus a fixed travel cost amount of
$300, according to settlement docu-
ments filed with the U.S. District Court
in Cleveland. 

Plaintiffs who submit documenta-
tion of travel expenses such as receipts
are eligible for more: Up to $250 for the
cost of the game ticket; up to $600 for
airfare, train fare or bus fare; up to $289
a night for the hotel for up to two nights;
and up to $100 on ground transportation
from a nearby airport to Canton.

Those who drove their own vehicles

can get 54 cents a mile round trip and up
to $50 per parking. Under the settle-
ment, the Pro Football Hall of Fame
won’t have to pay to cover food, bever-
ages, entertainment, souvenirs, gifts,
lost wages or vacation time or for emo-
tional distress. 

A court-appointed settlement ad-
ministrator called CPT Group, based in
Irvine, California, issued a news release
last week inviting eligible fans to file 

Long lawsuit nearing settlement
Robert Wang
Canton Repository
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See SETTLEMENT, Page 7B

2016 CANCELED NFL GAME

GREEN − Discarded and scrap air-
plane wings have been transformed into
gleaming, vibrant and colorful pieces of
public art now on display at the Akron-
Canton Airport.

Unveiled on Thursday at a small cer-
emony, the free-standing pieces of
painted metal depict Northeast Ohio
imagery and will greet those arriving
and walking through the atrium and exit
lane.

Tracy Dawn Brewer of Plain Town-
ship and Jessica Travis of Akron were
selected out of more than 30 artists who
submitted ideas for the artwork in a col-
laboration between ArtsinStark in Can-

ton and ArtsNow in Summit County.
Also helping with the project was the
MAPS Air Museum, located near the air-
port.

Travis’ vision for the finished art
piece began while drawing on paper.
Brewer’s concept is a play on the use of
an airplane wing.

Both artists were tasked with repre-
senting Northeast Ohio and incorporat-
ing aviation themes into their works.
Travis depicted scenes and symbols of
the region, including the Pro Football
Hall of Fame, cornfields, Lake Erie, blue
sky, roadways, hot air balloons, an air-
plane, and recognizable buildings from
the skylines of Canton, Akron and
Cleveland.

Artists Jessica Travis of Akron and Tracy Dawn Brewer talk about inspiration behind their work during the unveiling of
Wing Art at the Akron-Canton Airport. JULIE VENNITTI BOTOS/CANTON REPOSITORY

Forgotten airplane wings
become vibrant art

AKRON-CANTON AIRPORT

Ed Balint
Canton Repository
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See AIRPORT ART, Page 13B

“I think what makes this

special is it really gives

you a sense of place that

you know you’re in

Northeast Ohio, and

people coming and going

... will get a real sense of

what they’re walking into

as they embark or debark

from the airport.” 
David Whitehill
President and CEO of ArtsinStark

CANTON – Two men from the
Cleveland area have admitted their
roles in the 2022 slayings of William
Harvey Jr., 19, and Jeremiah Burton, 19.

The defendants, who were 16 and 17
years old when the victims were shot
at their home in the 3500 block of Ellis
Avenue NE on March 28, 2022, both
pleaded guilty to two counts of invol-
untary manslaughter, each carrying a
specification that a gun was used in
the crime.

Stark County Common Pleas Judge
Kristin G. Farmer sentenced Lawrence
J. Collins III on Friday to 18 to 22.5
years in prison. Collins pleaded guilty
on Feb. 17.

She gave the 18-year-old Cleveland
man credit for 303 days already spent
in the county jail and ordered him to
pay court costs. Upon his release from
prison, he will spend two to five years
on parole. 

Co-defendant Jayvion Burkes
pleaded guilty Friday as part of a plea
agreement between his attorney Jef-
frey S. Richardson and Senior Assis-
tant Stark County Prosecutor Kristen
L. Mlinar. 

The prosecution is recommending
Burkes get the same prison term as
Collins. The judge ordered a presen-
tence investigation for Burkes and
scheduled a sentencing hearing for
Sept. 21.

Burkes, a 17-year-old Cleveland
Heights resident, had been scheduled
to go to trial Monday on charges of
murder, felonious assault, complicity
to murder and aggravated burglary
plus firearm specifications.

The sentencing range for involun-
tary manslaughter is three to 11 years,
Farmer said. A specification that a gun
was used in the crime means a manda-
tory three-year term.

Jeremiah Burton’s dad talks
about his son

When the time came for victims to
speak at Collins sentencing, Thomas
Burton talked about losing the son he
had raised from infancy as a single
father.

Teens admit
roles in
deaths of
Canton men,
both 19
Nancy Molnar
Canton Repository

USA TODAY NETWORK

Lawrence J. Collins III, 18, left, sits
with defense attorney Aaron
Kovalchik in Stark County Common
Pleas Court. Collins was sentenced
Friday to 18 to 22.5 years in prison for
the shooting deaths of William
Harvey Jr., 19, and Jeremiah Burton,
19, on March 28, 2022, in Canton.
NANCY MOLNAR/REPOSITORY

See SENTENCING, Page 8B
EAST CANTON – The Stark County

Metropolitan Sewer District has intro-
duced a new program to reduce the flow
of clean water into sanitary sewers in
the village. 

The Clean Water Disconnection Pro-
gram will cover up to 75% of the cost of
making sure clean water isn’t entering
the sewers in East Canton. The maxi-
mum a property can receive is $7,500.
The funds can be used to reroute
groundwater sump pumps, disconnect
down spouts, replace leaky service con-
nections, or disconnect improper drive
or yard drains. 

Stark County Sanitary Engineer Jim
Troike said the program’s origins date to
the Clean Water Act of 1972. 

“Back in the day, people were tying in
footer drains or foundation drains, roof
drains into the sanitary sewer,” he said.
“That was acceptable, and the sewers
had built in overflows to rivers and

streams, so if the flows got too high,
they didn’t back up in people’s base-
ments.” 

The Clean Water Act required these
connections to be blocked off to prevent
pollutants from getting into waterways.
The other problem with clean water
connections is that they send additional
water to the sewers and increase the
costs of pumping and treating water. 

Troike said the city of Akron’s long
and expensive effort to stop sewage
from getting into the Cuyahoga River is
an example of the challenges that arise
with treating clean water entering a
sewer system. 

Without this program, sewers and
pumping stations would have to be re-
placed with larger units, leading to high-
er sewer rates.

Troike said the Ohio Revised Code al-
lows county sewer districts to do work
on private property and pay for some
plumbing changes to disconnect from
the sewer system. The program will
start in East Canton, but could eventu-
ally branch out to the rest of the county. 

Why is the Clean Water
Disconnection Program starting
in East Canton?

Carrie Terakedis, a registered en-
vironmental health specialist at the
Stark County Metropolitan Sewer
District, said sewer flow in East Can-
ton is very high after heavy rainfalls.
During a recent rainstorm, Troike
said the flow in the village went up to
700,000 gallons per day compared to
the average 250,000 gallons per day. 

Additionally, the sewer system in
East Canton is at full capacity. Village
Mayor David Spencer said the pro-
gram will give the village an opportu-
nity for growth. 

“With the addition of the Hope
Senior living complex that was just
recently put in, the village is pretty
much at capacity,” he said. “We
would be very hard-pressed for Stark
County Sanitary to give us additional
access to sewer. So that restricts our 

Stark County sewer district introduces new program
Paige Bennett
Canton Repository
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See CLEAN WATER, Page 8B
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“So my vision was to create a space
where it was Ohio from the ground up,”
Travis said. “I remember being a child
down here in Stark County and looking
at the hot air balloons, which is my fa-
vorite thing,” she added with a bright
smile.

Brewer, meanwhile, painted the im-
ages of 23 species of birds native to Ohio
while representing 23 counties in the re-
gion.

“When I read the proposal to come up
with something for Northeast Ohio and
flying,” she said, “I immediately thought
of how much I love visiting Stark Parks
and all of the wildlife, and I wanted to
highlight birds that are found in Ohio.”

Here’s what you need to know about
the cool, new art at the Akron-Canton
Airport:

More about the artwork

The art pieces feature two sides.
Travis said she created her work over

the course of 10 days.
“I was really excited about this,” she

said. “It’s the first time I’ve ever done
anything this size and with this materi-
al, and I’m really happy that my vision
that was on flat paper came to life.”

Brewer’s artwork is enhanced with
technology, using the Artivive phone
app and what she describes as aug-
mented reality, featuring animation and
sound.

Brewer estimated it took eight to 10
hours to come up with the entire con-
cept, plus the same amount of time to
animate the art piece and incorporate
the augmented reality. Painting took
about 36 hours.

One side of Brewer’s art piece has im-
ages of 23 birds; the other side identifies
the birds and names the corresponding
counties. She conducted research to de-
termine a variety of bird species found
in Ohio.

For example, the golden eagle repre-
sents Columbiana County; the dark-
eyed junco represents Carroll; the
downy woodpecker is for Wayne; bald
eagle for Holmes; a dove for Portage;
cardinal for Stark; blue jay in Cuyahoga;
snow goose for Tuscarawas; and the
ring-necked pheasant for Summit.

How was MAPS Air Museum

involved with the art?

MAPS provided the scrap airplane
wings, and also assisted with restoring
them for use as the canvas and base ma-
terial for the artwork, said David Regula,
the airport’s vice president of customer
experience.

Crediting Kim Kovesci, executive di-
rector of MAPS, and Kent Kleinknecht,
also of MAPS, Regula said the entire
museum was amazing and instrumen-
tal to making the artwork a reality.

During a previous tour of the airport,
David Whitehill, president and CEO of
ArtsinStark, had suggested that air-
plane parts be repurposed into art “that
can grasp us all.”

“I think what makes this special is it
really gives you a sense of place that you
know you’re in Northeast Ohio, and
people coming and going, whether
they’re from here or from away, will get a
real sense of what they’re walking into
as they embark or debark from the air-
port,” he said following the unveiling. “I
think that’s what makes it special.”

The wings were plucked out of thou-
sands of airplane parts at MAPS, which
uses old parts to refurbish existing air-
craft, Regula said.

Who is artist Tracy Dawn Brewer?

Brewer grew up in Hocking Hills and
graduated from Ohio University.

She has an associate degree in art,
bachelor’s degree in communication,
and master’s degree in information and
telecommunications systems.

A Plain Township resident for 23
years, Brewer has been working as an
artist since high school.

Working both in marketing and as a
professional artist, she’s painted sever-
al murals. Her artwork is also on display
at Belden Village Mall. 

“I want people to realize that art can
have a tech element, too,” Brewer said. “I
want them to be immersed in it; that’s
why it’s so much fun with the app. ...
The clouds are flying by you and the
birds are flying out, and you hear them,

so it’s interactive, and it gets the youth
involved in art because it has a tech
spin.

“... It’s just really been a lot of fun to
bring things to life that way, and it gets
people to think outside the box of
sometimes just that flat piece of art −
that it can be more than that.”

Who is artist Jessica Travis?

Travis was born in Canton before
moving to Akron at age 6.

She discovered her love for art as a
child, drawing and coloring, and using
it both as therapy and a time to bond
with her mother.

The self-taught artist also credited
her Akron Public Schools teachers for
encouraging and supporting her pas-
sion for creating.

Her artwork has been featured at
Summa Health System, Weathervane
Playhouse and the Akron Black Artist
Guild exhibition.

“My main goal is to inspire,” Travis
said. “To inspire creativity, to have that
childlike imagination, so I want people
that come through (the airport) to see
it, I want them to sit back for a while
and study it, and I’d love to hear their
perspectives on it, and I hope that it
makes them feel like a part of them is in
my artwork.”

Airport CEO is ‘super excited’
about art

Ren Camacho, the airport’s presi-
dent and CEO, said the new art installa-
tion can have a calming effect on trav-
elers and guests while giving them a
sense of place.

“Not everyone has to go through the
airport in a rushed fashion,” he said. “...
Why not come to the airport a little
early and appreciate some of the local
art we have to offer, and then some that
are interactive, some that cater to all
ages, and it also caters to those that
may have ... disabilities, neurosensitive
issues.”

Work on the airport’s strategic plan
will include more artwork, Camacho
said.

“I’m super excited about the oppor-
tunity to instill a little bit of art, a little
bit of calmness, a little bit of apprecia-
tion really for local art (and) culture in
the Akron-Canton area,” he said.

Reach Ed at ebalint@gannett.com
On X (formerly Twitter) at eba-

lint@REP

Airport art
Continued from Page 1B

Ren Camacho, CEO of the Akron-Canton Airport, looks over the art of Jessica
Travis, as fellow artist Tracy Dawn Brewer, right, looks on following the unveiling
of wing art at the airport Thursday. The free-standing pieces of painted metal
depict northeast Ohio imagery. PHOTOS BY JULIE VENNITTI BOTOS/ CANTON REPOSITORY

David Regula, vice president of
customer experience at Akron-Canton
Airport, introduces the artists
Thursday at the unveiling of wing art
at the Akron-Canton Airport. Two Ohio
artists’ works are on display. 


